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1 . SUMMARY. PRESS ANNOUNCED AUGUST 1 THAT FAR LEFT 
"PROLETARIAN PARTY,” THE MFM/MFT, HAD BEEN ADMITTED TO 
NATIONAL FRONT AND THAT ITS LEADER, MANANDAFY RAKOTONIRINA, 

HAD BEEN NAMED BY PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA TO SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL (SRC). THIS DEVELOPMENT HAD BEEN GENERALLY PREDICTED 
SINCE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED THE HOPE IN HIS SPEECH TO THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY THAT CERTAIN STRAYED COMRADES OF THE LEFT 
WOULD JOIN HIS PROGRAM (REF A). END SUMMARY. 

2. MFM/MFT STAND FOR THE MALAGASY EXPRESSION: STRUGGLER 
FOR POWER TO THE SMALL PEOPLE AND PEASANTS, BUT IS SELDOM 
REFERRED TO EXCEPT BY MFM INITIALS OR AS "PROLETARIAN PARTY." 
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ITS MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS ARE MOSTLY THE STUDENTS AND 
UNEMPLOYED OF ANTANANARIVO AND THEY ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR 
ANARCHIC TENDENCIES AND WILLINGNESS TO RESORT TO ACTION AND 
VIOLENCE. IT WAS FORMED IN EARLY 1972 AND SERVED AS SOMETHING 
OF AN ADJUNCT TO THE MONIMA PARTY BUT BROKE WITHIN THE LATTER 
IN EARLY 1975 IN PROTEST AGAINST MONIMA'S SUPPORT OF RATSIRAKA. 

IT WAS OFFICIALLY DISSOLVED IN SEPTEMBER 1976 FOLLOWING 
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THE STUDENT RIOTS AND BURNING OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
OFFICE (REFS B & C). IT IS GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE THE 
MOST RADICALLY INCLINED OF THE LEFTIST PARTIES. 

3. MFM SEC-GEN MANANDAFY RAKOTONIRINA, BORN IN 1938. WAS 
FORMERLY SEC-GEN OF MONIMA AND IS NOW A PROFESSOR OF AGRONOMY 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MADAGASCAR AND HEAD OF ITS DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRO-SOCIAL SCIENCES. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH PRESS 
PUBLISHED AUGUST 1 MANANDAFY EXPLAINED THAT HIS AGREEMENT 
TO JOIN THE FRONT AND THE SRC WAS DUE TO PRESENT REGIME S 
HAVING TAKEN IN HAND THE STRATEGIC MEANS OF PRODUCTION 
FORMERLY HELD BY FOREIGN CAPITALISTS. HE CONSIDERED NNEXT 
TASK TO BE EXTIRPATION OF BOURGEOIS EGOTISM AND THE EXPAN- 
SION OF POWER OF PEASANTS AND WORKERS UP UNTIL THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT. ESTABLISHMENT 
OF LOCAL ELECTED BODIES, COOPERATIVES, AND SOCIALIST 
ENTERPRISES WOULD HELP INCREASE POPULAR POWER. ACCEPTANCE 
OF MFM IN POPULAR FRONT DESCRIBED BY MANANDAFY AS FRATERNAL, 
MOTIVATED BY SPIRIT OF COMMON STRUGGLE AND OF COHESION OF 
LEFTISTS. HE HOPED PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA'S APPEAL WOULD SOON 
BE HEEDED BY MONIMA MILITANTS. ON SINGLE PARTY, MANANDAFY 
SAID IT SHOULD NOT BE FORCED OR RUSHED BUT THAT IT WOULD 
COME ABOUT NATURALLY AS POLITICAL SENSITIZATION OF WORKERS 
AND FARMERS LED TO DICTATORSHIP OF PROLETARIAT. 

4. ENTRY OF MFM INTO FRONT AND SRC, WHILE MONIMA IS NOW 
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OUT, REPRESENTS SOMETHING OF A CHANGE IN RELATIONS BETWEEN 
RATSIRAKA AND FAR LEFT, AS MONIMA USED TO SUPPORT HIM 
WHILE MFM DID NOT. IT IS ALSO SURPRISING IN VIEW OF MFM'S 
FORMER SUPPORT FOR PRIME MINISTER RAKOTONIAINA, WHO HAS 
BEEN REPLACED. LATTER HAS, HOWEVER, BEEN RENAMED BY 
PRESIDENT TO SRC.BARRETT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL PARTIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ANTANA01407 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770277-0118 

Format: TEL 

From: ANTANANARIVO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977081 08/aaaadnwn. tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fef59e4f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 ANTANANARIVO 1379, 76 ANTANANARIVO 1465, 76 ANTANANARIVO 1451 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1425229 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RADICAL LEFT JOINS UP WITH PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, MA, PROLETARIAN PARTY, NATIONAL FRONT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fef59e4f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



